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Description of a Taiwanese Phrixolepia (Lepidoptera, Limacodidae) 
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Abstract A new species of Phrixolepia Butler is described from Taiwan. This species has so 
far been misidentified as P. sericea Butler. 
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Phrixolepia Butler, 1877 is a small genus containing 3 species, and in Taiwan one species of 
the genus is distributed. It was recently illustrated by Chang (1989) as P. sericea Butler, 
1877, but the male genialia are completely different from those of Japanese sericea in my 
study. Inoue (1982) once stated that the Taiwan species of Phrixolepia was distinct from 
sericea, but in the latest checklist he (1992) treated it as sericea. Here I describe it as a new 
species. 


Phrixolepia inouei sp. n. 


Phrixolepia sericea: Chang, 1989: 157, figs., nec Butler, 1877. 
Phrixolepia sericea: Inoue, 1992: 102, nec Butler, 1877. 


ð. In appearance, hardly separable from sericea and similis Yoshimoto from Nepal. The 
diagnotic features in the genitalia as follows. 


Valva intermediate in length between sericea and similis, with costa gently arched; 
sacculus large, its terminal processes long as in similis, the well-sclerotized inner process 
being setose around its tip; juxta pyriform. Aedeagus nearly as in sericea. 


Holotype. æ, Taiwan, Nantou Hsien, Lushan Spa (1,200 m), Aug. 24-27, 1983, H. Yoshi- 
moto leg., in my coll. 


Fig.1. Male genitalia of Phrixolepia inouei sp. n., holotype. Taiwan, Nantou Hsien, 
Lushan Spa. 
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P. sericea Butler was described from Japan and is also known from the Primorye region. 
In Japan, it is a common species from the low to middle-elevated mountains, and as its 
larval host plants known are the various broad-leaved trees, such as Camellia, Quercus, 
Castanea, Acer, Diospyros, Prunus, and so on (Hattori, 1969). In Amami-Oshima I. a close 
relative, P. tenebrosa Kawazoe & Ogata, [1963], is distributed. P. similis Yoshimoto, 1993 
from Nepal was based on a single male and has nearly the same appearance as sericea. 
The male genitalia of sericea and similis were illustrated in my previous paper (Yoshimoto, 
1993). 
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AYEOT AA IAI, FE (1989) xX Phrixolepia sericea Butler, 1877 ELCMRSH, ERIUTO 
FEL (1992) CLAZFeyvIVAKCHEEOLIWMREHNeT SA, BEHE (1982) HASTA L 
4%, HADSEPHEMBLITBUOMECHASZOC, ZZE P inoue sp.n. & LTR LE. OH 
CHLEROT AA IH EREA ERMC, A WRB Cid sacculus 54 U 5 REO fym Hl 
ZETA LERRETET, COB CH, fhic@#eKBM»5 tenebrosa Kawazoe & Ogata (7 ~ 
SZH FR) ERRN— ND similis Yoshimoto Hb T5, TER, sericea BLO similis OF 
ABE PS IOV Tk, Yoshimoto (1993) xB She, 
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